[The therapeutic procedure at the 1st stage of the combined therapy of patients with small-cell ling cancer].
General principles of management of localized small-cell lung cancer were developed using the experience of treatment of 300 cases of the disease. Tumor extent should be assessed according to the TNM classification. The effectiveness of surgery + radiation as a first component of complex treatment was evaluated in a randomized study which included 71 patients. Patients with T1-3 primary tumor and metastatic involvement of bronchopulmonary lymph nodes, those of the lung root and a group of tracheobronchial lymph nodes (NI-2) should be radically treated with either surgery or radiation. Unless contraindicated, surgery should be preferred at the first stage. However, treatment should start with irradiation in cases of lymph node involvement. The second stage should include combination chemotherapy.